
St.Paul’sUnitedChurch
FirstSundayofAdvent/BringaFriendtoChurchSunday

10:30a.m.November27th,2016
*Pleasestandasyouareable,sitasyouprefer*

 
Prelude  NoelwithVariations Balbastre

 
Part1:WeGatherinCommunity

1-Greeting
2-Introit: Don'tBeAfraid MV90

Don'tbeafraid,myloveisstronger,
myloveisstrongerthanyourfear.
Don'tbeafraid,myloveisstronger,
andIhavepromised,promisedtobealwaysnear.

 
3-Welcome&Announcements
4-CalltoWorship/CandleLightingLiturgy(Responsive):
Adventisatimeforthehumanhearttowait,whiletrustingGod'seternaltime.

Howlong,OLord,howlong?
Forthosewaitingforansweredprayer:

grantyoursteadfastpatience.
Forthosewaitinginthefaceofuncertainty:

grantunshakeableconfidenceinyoursovereignprovision.
Forthosewaitingforjusticeandmercytoreign:

grantaglimpseofyourgloryinourwoundedworld.
ForallofuswaitingforGod'skingdomtocome:

grantthatwemayhavethepeaceofChristaswewait,theloveofChristasweact,andthegraceof
Christaswespeak.
Firstcandleislit
 
SungResponse: ChristbeourLight(vs1andrefrain)

Longingforlight,wewaitindarkness.
Longingfortruth,weturntoyou.
Makeusyourown,yourholypeople,
lightfortheworldtosee.

Christ,beourlight!Shineinourhearts.
Shinethroughthedarkness.
Christ,beourlight!
Shineinyourchurchgatheredtoday.

5-PrayerofApproach
 
TweenSingers: TheVirginMaryHadaBabyBoy
 
TimefortheYoungatHeart:

SacramentofHolyCommunion
WordsofInstruction&Invitation:

God’sBanquetiscoming.ThetimeweawaitwhenallwillgatherfromNorth,East,WestandSouth.

Abanquetwheretherichandpowerfulwillsitwiththeweakandpoverty-stricken.Atablewhereyoungand

oldwilllearnfromeachother.Atimewhenallwillsittogetherinpeace,“andthewolfwillliedownwiththe

lamb”.

HereatthistablewegetaforetasteofGod’sbanquet.ThisisindeedGod’stable,notthechurch’s,andso



allwhoseektofollowTheWayarewelcometoeatanddrinkfromit.

Wecometotastethegraceeternal,wecometoseethatGodisgood.

 

TheGreatThanksgiving:

Godiswithus,

wearenotalone.

Christispresenthere,

theSpiritmoveswithinus.

LetusgivethankstoGod,

inmemoryandinhope.

Blessingsbetoyou,CreatorGod,whointhebeginningbroughtlightandlifetotheworldandwho

continuestobringitloveandlighteverlasting.

Yoursongofwisdomechoesthroughtheages,yourancientpromisestillbringsushope.

Overtheagesyouhavecalled(…)wouldsurroundtheworld.

Theycameinthemidstofourdespairandfilleduswithhope.

AndthenyoucametoayoungwomannamedMaryandlaidoutthepromiseinanewway.

Promisingherason,whowouldbecalledJesus.

Promisingherthatinhersontheworldwouldbechanged.

Andnowasweprepareforthatchildtobeborn,weechotheancientcry:

Ocome,OcomeEmmanuel

 

Andalsoweliftourvoicesinsong,singingtogetherthepraisesofages:(MV#203tune:Kingsfold)

 

TheStoryRemembered:

Yetevennow,aswepreparetocelebratehisbirth,werememberthelifethatthisbabywilllive.

 

Werememberhowhebrokethebondsofhumantradition

toshowallwhattheBanquetofHopecouldbeasheateopenlywiththedespisedandtheoutcastofhis

world.

Andwerememberonespecialmeal,foretasteofthebanquetthatistocome,thatheatewithhisclosest

friends.

Gatheringthemtogetherinanupperroomtosharethestory

ofliberation,hepreparedthemforliberation.

Andattheendofthemealhetookbread,blessedandbrokeit,thenpassedittothemsaying:

Takeandeat.ThisbreadisthebodyofLife,brokenbythe

world.Eatitinremembranceandinhope.

Afterthathetookthecup,blessedit,andpassedittothemsaying:

ThiscupisthesignoftheNewCovenant.Wheneveryou

drinkitrememberme,forIshallnoteatordrinkagainuntil

thetimeoftheheavenlybanquet.

Rememberingthebirthofthechildinthestable,werememberalsohislife,hisdeathandhisresurrection.

Werememberhowhepouredhisloveouttoallhemetand

lookforwardtohisreturnandthecomingreignofpeace,

love,andjustice.

 



Andinourrememberingwesingthemysteryoffaith:

(MV#204tune:Kingsfold)

TheSpiritTransforms:

God,youpouredyourSpirit(…)havethecouragetomaketheChristmaspromiseareality.Andthepeople

allsang:

(MV#205tune:Kingsfold)

Andnow,asbelovedchildrenofalovingParent,wepray,saying:

OurFather,whoartinheaven,hallowedbethyname…

 

TheBreadwebreakistheBreadofLife.TheCupweShareistheCupofPromise.Thesearethegiftsof

GodforthepeopleofGod.

ThanksbetoGod.

Comeandeat,thebanquetawaits.

 

GiftofMusic: OftheFather’sLoveBegotten VU61

PrayerAfterCommunion(Unison):

Godofpregnantexpectations,GodofChristmaspromise,Godofchild-likehope,wehaveeatenanddrunk

fromyourtable.Maytheeatingandthedrinkingfilluswithhopeinaworldofdespair.Maywebebeacons

ofhopeaswewaitforthedaywhentheworldwillbechanged.Grantthatthistasteofyourbanquetwhich

istocomewouldgiveusthehungerforpeaceandjusticeinourcommunityandaroundtheworld.Amen
 

6-*HymnofPraise:OCome,OComeImmanuel VU1
 
8-PrayerofConfession(Unison):
God,wearereadynow.Wewantpeacenow.WelongtoreceivethePrinceofPeaceinourworldtoday.
Butdon’tdelaytoolong,HolyOne,forsoonwe’llbebusywithparties,anddecorating,andbaking,and
shopping.Ourlivesarecrammedsofull,wefindithardtocalendaryouin;wefindithardtolocatethetime
towelcometheLightoftheWorld.Weneedyourhelp,OGod.Teachustosetasideourpartywardrobes,
andclotheourselvesinJesusChrist.Guideusintotruereadiness,eventhoughwedonotknowthedate
andtime,whentruepeacewillreign.Wakeusup;shakeoffthecobwebsofourcomplacency;andtakeus
withyouonthepathupyourholymountain.Plantyourpeacewithinus,sothateachday,eachmoment,
wemaybereadyfortheharvestofyourlove.Amen.
 
AssuranceofGod’sLove
 

Part2:WeListenfortheVoiceoftheSpirit
9-SungPrayerforIllumination:ORadiantChristIncarnateWord VU84(vs1)

OradiantChrist,incarnateWord,eternalloverevealedintime:
come,makeyourhomewithinourhearts,thatwemaydwellinlightsublime.

 
10-Scripture: Romans13:11-14 AllisonGorrill
One:Hereiniswisdom.

All:ThanksbetoGod.
 
11-Anthem AShootShallComeForth Horn
 
Scripture: Matthew24:36-44 PastorSarah



One:ThisistheGospelofourLordJesusChrist
All:Praisebetoyou,OChrist.

 
12-Message LivinginanAdvent-yTime PastorSarah
 
13-*HymnofPraise:ComeThouLongExpectedJesus VU2
 

Part3:WeRespondtotheSpirit
14-InvitationtoOffering
Offertory God’sSonisComing Buttstett
*DedicationVerse:(WordsbySandraJenkinson.Sungto“GoodKingWenceslas.”)

Hereourgiftsweoffer,God,thankfulforyourblessings.
Takethem,Spirit,usethemtospreadthehopefulmessage
thatChristcomestobringtouslifeforallcreation.
Mayourgiftshelpbringtoallloveandtransformation.

 
*DedicationPrayer(Unison):

Inhopewegiveourlivestoyou,inpeaceweliveeachday.
Withjoywe'llserveandworshipyou,Yourloveshallguide theway.
OGod,whogaveyourselftousinJesusChrist,yourson,
inspireandguide,empowerusuntilyourkingdomcome.AMEN

 
15-PrayersofthePeople
16-*HymnofPraise:ItCameUponAMidnightClear

VU44(tune507)
17-*BlessingandSendingForth(Responsive):
Asweenterintothecoldandbitterseasonofwaiting,

maywefindwarmthinfaith.
Asweenterintothisseasonofhoping,

maywefindholyspace.
Asweenterintothisseasonofspending,

maywefindwaystoofferourspiritstothelifeoftheworld.
GowiththeblessingofGod,theburstingofSpirit,theloveoftheChildwithinandyettobebirthed.Amen.
 
18-*ChoralClosing: MaytheGodofHope VU424

MaytheGodofhopegowithuseveryday,
fillingallourliveswithloveandjoyandpeace.
MaytheGodofjusticespeedusonourway,
bringinglightandhopetoeverylandandrace.

 
Praying,letusworkforpeace;
singing,shareourjoywithall;
workingforaworldthat’snew,
faithfulwhenwehearChrist’scall.

 
Postlude Toccataon“VeniEmmanuel”   Long
 

Weinviteyoutostayandenjoythepostlude
 



Announcements
Greeters: Nov27: Alma&WalterBidlake
Ushers: LeftSide: AllisonGorrill&RogerMiller

Middle: IsabelGreen
RightSide: Ann&HaroldRaper
Upstairs: HopeBrewer&DarrellBruce

CoffeeHour:Dec.4: WorshipCommittee

SympathyandprayersofthecongregationareextendedtoMargaretNelsonandfamilyinthedeathofDon
Nelsonwhosefuneralwillbeheldherethisafternoonat3p.m.
 
AdonationhasbeenmadetotheFoundationinmemoryofThomasBellbyDougWarman.
 
2017OfferingEnvelopesarereadythismorninginFraserHallaswellasyourChristmasLetterandflyer.
Pleaseensureyoupickyoursuptoday.
 
BringaFriendtoChurchSundayistoday!WelcometoallfamilyandfriendswhojoinusinworshipofGod.
Followingtheservicewewillhaveasoupandsandwichpot-luck.Asbefore,thepot-luckfellowshipis
FREEandopentoall.Comeandshareinthebreadthatsustainsbodyandsoul.
 
GuidedbyGrace,Love,andLight:WillNOTbetakingplacethisafternoonandwillcontinuenextweek,
December4th.
 
TWOHENS&AROOSTER! TheJuniorSundaySchoolClass(3to6yearolds)willbehavingasalein
theFraserMemorialHallduringcoffeetimefollowingthismorning’sservice. Theclassisraisingmoneyto
buytwohensandaroosterforadeservingfamilyinadevelopingcountry. Theirgoalistoraiseatleast
$50. Itemsforsalewillincludefarmfresheggs,homemadecupcakes,chocolatefudge,andcupsofhot
chocolate.
TheUCWwillbehavingasaleintheHallafterChurchthismorningofitemsthatwereleftoverfromthe
Bazaar.
 
Thinkingofjoiningthechurchfamily?We'dlovetohaveyou!OnDecember11th,JoySundayinAdvent,
wewillbewelcomingnewmemberstothecongregation.Ifyouwouldliketobeapartofthiscelebration,
contactPastorSarahorRev.Richardformoreinformation.
 
SpiritSisters,willbemeetingthisMondayNovember28thtocontinuejourneyingthroughThePowerofa
PrayingWoman.GatheringintheLadies’Parlour,starttime7:00PM
 
Men’sConversationGroupwillgatherthisTuesday,Nov.29thcontinuingwithThreeWaysofGrace.The
groupgathersforconversationandcoffeeat6:45andbeginsthesessionwithprayerat7:00pminthe
LadiesParlour.
 
ThankstoallourSundaySchoolvolunteerssofarthisfall!WestillneedaleaderfortheDecemberclasses
sopleaseprayerfullyconsiderhowyoumightofferyourgiftofleadershipinthis.Ifyouknowyouwillbe
availableforamonthinthenewyear,pleasecontactRev.RichardBowley(458-1183or
rev.bowley@outlook.com)

 
SHARETHEJOYOFCHRISTMASWITHACHILD

PleasereturngiftstotheChurchtoday,November27th.*DONOTWRAPYOURGIFT*Ifyouhaveany
questions,pleasecontactCarolinePhillips(carrieph74@gmail.com)orcall459-8586.
 
GrandmothersHelpingGrandmothersAnnualWreathSale
PickupTODAYat83GreySt.PleasecontactSueShort-455-5377,AnnaGoddard-459-8771,orNancy
MacGarvie-455-3026.ProceedstoStephenLewisFoundationandHelpLesotho


